72                             Sri Venkatachala Its Glory

Anjana carried on tapas on Venkatachala. She lived on air and
meditated on Vayu, the Airtgod. Pleased with Anjana^s penance,
Vayu used to present a fruit daily to her. Seven thousand years
elapsed. Lord Siva and Parvathi descended at the hermitage of
Anjana and spent some time there. Once the Lord saw a monkey
pair engnged in love. He drew the attention of Parvathi to the
amorous scene.

^We shall also enjoy thus, assuming the bodies of
monkeys," expressed Parvathi. The divine couple converted
themselves as monkey couple. Vayu carried Siva's vital fluid in
some leaves and dropped it in Anjana's hands. Anjana took it to
be a fruit dropped by Vayu as usual and consumed it. She concei-
ved. But she was worried as to how she came to be in the family
way while in penance. She felt ashamed and wept. Soon a
heavenly voice declared thus :

^Do not be worried, my daughter. In order to kill
Ravana, a demon who is a menace to the world, Sri Hari will be
incarnating as Sri Rama in the family of Raghus at the request of
Gods. You will beget a son, who will be a hero, celibate, with
all divine qualities and unlimited strengh. He will assist Sri
Rama."

Anjaua delivered a male child in course of time. By
birth the child had precious ornaments to his ears. Ho had a
dazzling sacred thread. He was shining like gold. He had a tail
and a loin cloth. He was very lovely. The moment he was bora
he cried for food. He saw the rising sun. Mistaking him to a
fruit he dashed up in the sky to devour him. The entire univcsrc
cried in horror. Brahma came in haste and released the weapon,
Brahmastra 0.1 the child. The child fell dovui, struck by the